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scales, holds, and any other space used
to hold, process, weigh, or store fish;
and

(5) Allow the observer to inspect and
copy the vessel’s log, communications
logs, and any records associated with
the catch and distribution of fish for
that trip.

[58 FR 45290, Aug. 27, 1993]

§ 285.9 Archival tags.

(a) Reserved.
(b) Landing. Notwithstanding other

provisions of this part, any person may
catch, possess, retain, and land any
regulated species in which an archival
tag has been affixed or implanted, pro-
vided that person complies with all re-
quirements of paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion.

(c) Landing report. The person pos-
sessing, retaining, or landing, under
the authority of paragraph (b) of this
section, a regulated species in which an
archival tag has been affixed or im-
planted must contact the NMFS,
Southeast Science Center (1–800–437–
3936) or any NMFS enforcement office
(a list of local NMFS enforcement of-
fices can be obtained from the Direc-
tor) prior to, or at the time of landing,
furnish all requested information re-
garding the location and method of
capture, and, as instructed, remove the
tag and return it to NMFS or make the
fish available so that a NMFS sci-
entist, enforcement agent, or other
person designated in writing by the Di-
rector may inspect the fish and recover
the tag.

(d) Quota monitoring. If a regulated
species landed under the authority of
paragraph (b) of this section is subject
to a quota, the fish shall be counted
against the applicable quota category
consistent with the fishing gear and ac-
tivity which resulted in the catch. In
the event such fishing gear or activity
is otherwise prohibited under applica-
ble provisions of this part, the fish
shall be counted against the scientific
reserve quota established for that spe-
cies.

[63 FR 669, Jan. 7, 1998]

Subpart B—Atlantic Bluefin Tuna
(Thunnus thynnus thynnus)

SOURCE: 50 FR 43400, Oct. 25, 1985, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 285.20 Fishing seasons.
(a) Commencement. Fishing in the reg-

ulatory area for Atlantic bluefin tuna
will begin

(1) On January 1 of each year:
(i) For anglers fishing for Atlantic

bluefin tuna under the quota specified
in § 285.22(d);

(ii) For vessels permitted in the Inci-
dental Catch category fishing under
the quota specified in § 285.22(e); and

(iii) For anglers participating in the
tag and release program under § 285.27.

(2) On June 1 of each year:
(i) For vessels permitted in the Gen-

eral category fishing under the quota
specified in § 285.22(a), and

(ii) For vessels permitted in the Har-
poon Boat category fishing under the
quota specified in § 285.22(b).

(3) On August 15 of each year:
(i) For vessels permitted in the Purse

Seine category fishing under the quota
specified in § 285.22(c).

(ii) [Reserved]
(4) Consistent with the Convention,

the Act and this part, the Assistant
Administrator may change the com-
mencement date under this section for
any vessel permit category or person
(angler) if the Assistant Administrator
determines that the changed date will
enable scientific research on the status
of the stock to be conducted more ef-
fectively and will not prevent the
quotas for the affected fishery from
being caught, based upon historical
catch data or other relevant informa-
tion. The Assistant Administrator will
publish a notice in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER of any change in the commence-
ment date(s) for fishing under this sec-
tion at least 60 days before commence-
ment of the affected fishery.

(b) Closure. (1)(i) NMFS will monitor
catch and landing statistics, including
catch and landing statistics from pre-
vious years and projections based on
those statistics, of Atlantic bluefin
tuna by vessels other than those per-
mitted in the Purse Seine category. On
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the basis of these statistics, NMFS will
project a date when the catch of Atlan-
tic bluefin tuna will equal any quota
established under this section, and will
file notification with the Office of the
Federal Register stating that fishing
for or retaining Atlantic bluefin tuna
under the quota must cease on that
date at a specified hour.

(ii) Upon determining that variations
in seasonal distribution, abundance, or
migration patterns of ABT, or the
catch rate in one area may preclude
anglers in an another area from a rea-
sonable opportunity to harvest a por-
tion of the quota, NMFS may close all
or part of the Angling category, and
may reopen it at a later date if NMFS
determines that ABT have migrated
into an identified area. In determining
the need for any such temporary or
area closure, NMFS will consider the
following factors:

(A) The usefulness of information ob-
tained from catches of a particular ge-
ographic area of the fishery for biologi-
cal sampling and monitoring the status
of the stock;

(B) The current year catches from
the particular geographic area relative
to the catches recorded for that area
during the preceding four years;

(C) The catches from the particular
geographic area to date relative to the
entire category and the likelihood of
closure of that entire category of the
fishery if no allocation is made;

(D) The projected ability of the en-
tire category to harvest the remaining
amount of Atlantic bluefin tuna before
the anticipated end of the fishing sea-
son.

(2) Angling for Atlantic bluefin tuna
under a tag and release program under
§ 285.27 may continue even after fishing
for a quota has ceased.

(3) A vessel permitted in the Purse
Seine category may fish under the
bluefin tuna quota specified in
§ 285.22(c), or in fisheries for Atlantic
yellowfin or skipjack tuna or other
fisheries where bluefin tuna might be
taken as bycatch, only until the alloca-
tion of bluefin tuna assigned or trans-
ferred under § 285.25(d) to that vessel is
reached. Upon reaching its individual
vessel allocation of Atlantic bluefin
tuna, directed purse seine fisheries for
Atlantic tunas are closed to such vessel

and the vessel will be deemed to have
been given notice to that effect.

(c) State actions. Nothing in this sec-
tion may be construed to invalidate
any more restrictive commencement or
closure date established by any State
in waters under its jurisdiction.

[50 FR 43400, Oct. 25, 1985, as amended at 53
FR 24645, June 29, 1988; 57 FR 32920, July 24,
1992; 60 FR 38512, July 27, 1995; 62 FR 8635,
Feb. 26, 1997]

§ 285.21 Vessel permits.

(a) Permit requirements. A vessel that
fishes for, takes, retains or possesses
Atlantic bluefin tuna must have on
board a valid permit issued to the ves-
sel owner under this section.

(b) Categories of permits. (1) Upon sub-
mission of a complete and valid appli-
cation pursuant to paragraph (c) of this
section, the owner of each qualifying
vessel may be issued a permit by NMFS
for one of the following permit cat-
egories: General, Charter/Headboat,
Angling, Harpoon Boat, Purse Seine, or
Incidental Catch. A permit will not be
issued for more than one category.

(2) Persons may fish for, retain or
possess Atlantic bluefin tuna only
under the quota, catch limits, and size
classes applicable to the permit cat-
egory of the carrying vessel, except
that anglers on board General and
Charter/Headboat category vessels may
fish for and retain school, large school
and small medium bluefin tuna, sub-
ject to the limits applicable to the An-
gling category only until such time
that a large medium or giant bluefin
tuna is caught, retained or possessed
on board the vessel.

(3) School, large school and small
medium bluefin tuna landed by anglers
on board General and Charter/Headboat
category vessels are counted against
the Angling category quota. When the
General category fishery is open, large
medium and giant bluefin tuna landed
by anglers on board General and Char-
ter/Headboat category vessels are
counted against the General category
quota. When the General category fish-
ery is closed, or at any time in the Gulf
of Mexico, large medium and giant
bluefin tuna landed by anglers on board
Angling and Charter/Headboat cat-
egory vessels pursuant to § 285.24(d)(2)
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